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:rgy conservation 


jt. I’ Responding to the world cutback in oil production resultina 
rn°c the ^ ranian . S1tuatl ’ 0n s the President has directed additional ' 
co.nseryatiori measures to reduce energy use by the Federal Government. 

are to’be^f^^^r - 3l - ] F !^ era11 ^ owned and operated', buildings V " ' 
cl. • ‘ be ? t 65 / curing. the day. and 55° F at night. The General " v 

Rnn^* eS Ad c lniStra ^ 10 "‘ has . alread y reset thermostats in' the Headquarters 
3 Ju ln ?’ Some variations in temperature may be experienced because " . STA 

?hn,n h H J ar a- an ? ( i oniplex systems within Headquarters Building: Problems 
should be directed to the Headquarters Engineering Branch on 9 extension l 1 

3. In addition, the President has directed reduction of elertrirai 
use, particularly lighting; reduction of petroleum use by combinina and 
reducing the number of vehicular trips; and reduction of research an 5 
experimental activity requiring high energy usage. 

As Agency employees we can contribute individually to this 
-ffort by making use of carpools and mass transit. We should turn out 
unnecessary lighting wherever possible, wear warm clothing to offset 

InromceTeal^ 5 ’ “ d , !* aiert K ^ “*"9 sugJStfcnf l^hon* 
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Sharing a Ride in a 


‘ . - • By, Jane Freundci Maryland’s Vango, often cited by 

• ■ Wasiitnston Post staff writer transportation experts as a pioneer in 

; ’ For seven years, Ken Black com- >' an P° cl promotion, began operations 

muted with three other Washington 311 November 1977. The corporation 
workers from Columbia— a 57-mile m * tChas a potential driver with riders 
round trip that became a mental as . , re a common or neighboring 

'veil as a physical drain. “We had W " r l: Pl ace a nd ho m e . 
conflicts over whose turn it was to «• ^ “ e r-uluinore-oased group assists 
wrive,” Black recalled. “Often nobodv ! n . e ln lea « n S a van and ob- 
tain'd" ' ’ taming tne neeaed permits. Most 

Today Black, an Internal Revenue va T n poole ; s r ? nt vans 

Service employe, is still cownuditW *‘ on,van > t'ic., a leasing Rockville 
from Columbia. But now there are & ^ ior * fee of * 

riders sharing the ride, and not only a l° P a -' s onger vehicle, 

are they happily talking, they are ' " Th - v - ti d 4 t f nCnC fi' , 
just as likely to be plaviiw charades . iU drivet typically, charges' 
munching on popsicles, "or sipping passengers a traction of tne monthly' 
sodas as they tool along Rte. 29. o.j p.us U cents a mile for gasoline 

• What has changed Black’s or, inion ?°. sis ‘ r “ , rstu 5 n for J‘ is 

of commuting and that of some other vW “ rivei uaes fl ’ ee : Ti!e ' 

Washington area commuters is one :‘1<l f r ° , ‘* !s riders on a: n average 25- 
of the fastest growing forms of mass .LG V.fn 0n ridcrs 
transit in the nation— van pooling. • P 'v» I ?"l tnr-V/'V''' 0 G’W’G 1- 

Thanks to the recurring gas short- V h ' jr '. eys sl l ov '! {hst the aver- 
age, the use of delivery-iruck-size hi?,,? 11 . . Ca « 1 t S .‘ 1 ?'? f lders and takes- 
vans -for commuting is boomim*. 'VVu C31S Ci "^ * liC highways, an action 
cording to officials at the Depai tment W1 * c .. V W supporters say not only 
of Transportation, which has spent ai ' rD ' > P° V Jon J? 11 *- slso saves large 
$52 million since 1874 to promote Vide * “jasohne. 

Sharing. . vango^ calculates -that if the 152 

‘T think it ? s fn-cat ” <?ai r f Virvinii ^ 3R s ia its fleet average 55 miles per 
van pooler ‘Russell * Campbell Wlio ^ otfv d5y ' t-be result W0 * l M ^ saw 
commutes from the Mount Vernon * mVAion fiaIIoriS 


area to the Interior Department in 

downtown D.C. “it heats the hassle of van2 ° direct or A! Duke said the 
driving.” ^ ' leasing arrangement not only elimi* J 

In hlatyland, wnere van pools are nates the often-prohibiiive $12 000 
aided by a nonprofit, federallv and rn <*f r ,f ~ v . * „ 

‘ stale-funded corporation called *£v £ cl _ V ’ hl t i €moves m H ch 01 
Vango, there were 102 commuter vans vidp^ hv i W ? * Insurance is pro- 
on the* road at the end of M^v pv v ^ ^ basing company and an 

June 30, 162 vehicles were runnhiV of te^teTh- C Irp?nf? f federal f i mds pro ~ 
which 17 had Washington as [W 1 tn 1 c company from any 

destination " U ‘ G11 ™ Pool defaults. So far none of the 

Xorthorn Virginia van poolers have M ! ryl “; d _. v ?“ P ooIs has defaulted. - 
no official assistance or encou r a^e- financing is up to in* 

nient from state officials, but Lew dlvulual? * For example, two months 
Prat sch, a van pooler who works for ag ?’ the Tod Pa PP a s family of Manas- 
t lie Department of Energy, surveyed sss * iad to 0l ^ 2 nize their own van 
the Shirley Highway commuter lanes p ?°! - of 13 v;ashin Ston riders, a task 
for his master’s thesis last fall and that inv °lved three family members, 
counted an average of 100 commuter Pappas, 48, a transportation analyst 
vans a day. He estimates that today for the Federal Maritime Commission' 

at least 150” ride ihe highway into chairman of the Prince William 

tiie District, County Mass Transportation Commit- 

*. In a voice made hoarse by nonstop t ? e> driv ’ c ' 3 the van. Ted Jr., 19, keeps 
telephone requests for information, ine ^coks and Melissa, 15, answers the 
Lee Mahoney of the Philadelphia- P houe r cleans the van, and sees that 
.based National Association of Van- ier Sets up in the mornings, 
pool Operators estimated a minimum Pappas charges his riders S16.50 a 


Lee Mahoney of the Philadelphia- 
.based. National Association of Van- 
pool Operators estimated a minimum 
of. 6,000 van pools nationwide. She 
said the upsurge in consumer interest 
since the gasoline shortage began has 
caused more van pools to form than 
she can keep track of. 


week, considerably less than the com- 
mercial bus rate of $20.55. He said he 
is haring to turn away riders, al- 
though it will be years before his op* 
era lion is in the black. < *Tlie ^hco^v, ,, 
said Pappas, Ms to end uu with a 
paid-for van— and n free* rido to 
work.? ... ... , ; : 


TTUiA.- . _ . , i 
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' His Prince William Count:/ commit* 
tee has asked the state Department 
of Highways and Transportation to 
approve a $250,000 grant to subsidize 
van purchases and to establish fuel 
depots for the vans. The states will 
act on the request this fall, according 
to highway officials. 

Washington area van poolers ap- 
plauded President Carter for s: guest- 
ing two years ago that the federal 
go\ eminent buy 6,000 vans and let 
government workers com mu -e in 
them. But the first van has yet to be 
purchased by the government, the van 
advocates complain. 

Another disappointment for local 
van poolers is the federal govern- 
mein's failure to follow the lead of 
California where state employes are 


permitted to use state-owned vehicles’ 
for commuting. Federal low prohibits 
ITS, employes from using government 
vehicles for anything but official busi- 
ness. 

This month, members of federal 
agencies, including HEW, Transporta- 
tion, IKS and GSA, invited Van go of 
Maryland to help set up employe van. 
pools. Vcugo's Duke said the agencies., 
have come to the right place." 

He'd like nothing better than to 
start with the federal workers at 1600. 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

“I could survey the White House - 
[for potential van pools] next' 
week . . A he said, “and we could have*, 
the vans on the road in a week.” -y 



Ev Gerald Martincau — The Washington Post. 

" : '■ Ted Pappas of Manassas financed and organized Kis van pool of 13 riders. 
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